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SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY’S BILATERAL WITH SPANISH POREIGN 
MINISTER OREJA JUNE 2: CANARY ISLANDS AND KHARTOUM SUMMIT 

1 . SUMMARY; THE SECRETARY AGREED TO SUPPORT WITH APRICAN 
STATES SPAIN'S EPFORT TO PREVENT PROPOSALS RELATING TO 
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CANARY ISLANDS SEPARATION FROM ARISING OR BEING APPROVED AT 
THE KHARTOUM SUMMIT. POLLOWING THE BILATERAL, THE SECRE- 
TARY ASKED THAT U.S. EMBASSIES IN FREETOWN, LAGOS AND MON- 
ROVIA APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS ON THIS SUBJECT (SEPARATE 
INSTRUCTION). END SUMMARY. 

2. OREJA INTRODUCED THE CANARY ISLANDS QUESTION, AND THE 
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SECRETARY IMMEDIATELY SAID THE U.S. WANTS TO HELP SPAIN 
ON THIS. WE WILL DO WHAT WE CAN WITH OUR AFRICAN COL- 
LEAGUES TO GET THEM TO KEEP THE CANARIES ISSUE FROM ARISING 
AT THE KHARTOUM SUMMIT. HE SAID HE WOULD RAISE THE QUES- 
TION WITH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS WHOM HE WAS TO MEET 
LATER THAT DAY. THE SECRETARY ALSO TRIED TO PLACE A CALL 
TO LIBERIAN EOREIGN MINISTER DENIS DURING THE MEETING, BUT 
DENIS HAD ALREADY LEFT NEW YORK. WHEN OREJA POINTED OUT 
THAT, ALTHOUGH THE HEADS OE STATE MEETING WILL NOT CONVENE 
UNTIL lULY 18, KEY PREPARATIONS START JUNE 19 WHEN THE OAU 
COMMITTEE ON LIBERATION ASSEMBLES, THE SECRETARY SAID WE 
WOULD GET ON THIS RIGHT AWAY. 

3. OREJA THEN REVIEWED THE NATURE OF THE CANARIES ISSUE, 
POINTING OUT THAT THERE ARE NO PROBLEMS OE MINORITIES, 

THE ISLANDS ARE ONE HUNDERED PERCENT SPANISH ETHNICALLY. 
ALGERIA HAS CREATED A FALSE IMPRESSION THAT THERE ARE 
SEPARATE (NON-SPANISH) ETHNIC GROUPS THERE. (OREJA USED THE 
WORD "NATIONALITIES".) MANY AFRICAN COUNTRIES SAY SPAIN 
SHOULD LET THE OAU COMMISSION OF INQUIRY VISIT THE CANARIES. 
BUT SUCH A VISIT IN ITSELF WOULD BE AN INADMISSABLE INTER- 
VENTION INTO SPANISH INTERNAL AEFAIRS. HENCE SPAIN HAS 
SUGGESTED THAT INSTEAD THE AMBASSADORS IN MADRID FROM THE 
COUNTRIES ON THE COMMISSION VISIT THE CANARIES. 

4. OREJA REVIEWED HIS OTHER EFFORTS WITH AFRICAN STATES, 
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NOTING HE HAD RECENTLY VISITED EOURTEEN OF THEM, AS 
FOLLOWS: 

A) HE HAD TALKED WITH BOUTEFLIKA AT WALDHEIM'S LUNCH 
(JUNE 2) AND WAS TRYING TO SEE HIM AGAIN LATER THAT AFTER- 
NOON. (NO SUBSTANTIVE DETAILS.) 

B) GHANA AND IVORY COAST HAD REACTED POSITIVELY TO 
OREJA'S PRESENTATIONS. 

C) NIGERIA HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY NEGATIVE TOWARD THE 
SPANISH VIEW REGARDING THE OAU COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. 
FOREIGN MINISTER GAMBA SAID THAT AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE 
SPAIN SHOULD ACCEPT THE COMMISSION, SINCE THE CANARIES 
ARE ONLY SEVENTY MILES FROM AFRICA. OREJA SAID HE REPLIED 
THAT IBERIA IS ONLY 14 KILOMETERS EROM AFRICA. THE 
SECRETARY SAID WE HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA AND WE 
WOULD TRY TO TALK WITH NIGERIA ABOUT THE CANARIES. 

D) OREJA HAD DOUBTS ABOUT SIERRA LEONE. HE HAD SPOKEN 
WITH SOMALIA (NO DETAILS), BUT HAD NOT HAD TIME TO STOP IN 
LIBERIA. ANGOLA HAD BEEN NEUTRAL AND OPEN-MINDED ON THE 
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SUBJECT, RATHER THAN NEGATIVE AS OREJA HAD EEARED. 
QUADDHAEI HAD BEEN CONSTRUCTIVE IN HIS CONVERSATIONS, BUT 
OREJA SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT LIBYA WOULD DO IN THE END. 

4. OREJA CONCLUDED SAYING THAT THE PROBLEM IS THAT THE OAU 
USES A SILENT CONSENT PROCEDURE SO THAT IE A PROPOSAL ON 
THE CANARIES ARISES AT THE KHARTOUM SUMMIT THERE IS GREAT 
RISK NO ONE WOULD OPPOSE. ONCE A RESOLUTION SLIPS THROUGH 
THE OAU, IT WOULD PROBABLY BE INSCRIBED ON THE UNITED 
NATIONS CALENDAR - AN EVENT SPAIN STRONGLY WANTS TO 
PREVENT. 

5. AT THE END OF THE BILATERAL, FOLLOWING THE SECRETARY'S 
REVIEW OF THE NATO SUMMIT AND THE ALLIES' CONCERNS WITH 
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TRENDS IN SHABA, OREJA SAID THAT SPAIN SHARES 
"YOUR" (I.E. THE ALLIES') VIEWS. IF SPAIN CAN HELP IN 
SOME WAY, PLEASE LET THEM KNOW. VANCE 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: XA, SP, OAU, PDIP 

SUBJECT: THE SECRETARY'S BILATERAL WITH SPANISH EOREIGN 
MINISTER OREJA JUNE 2: CANARY ISLANDS AND KHARTOUM SUMMIT 

1. SUMMARY; THE SECRETARY AGREED TO SUPPORT WITH AFRICAN 
STATES SPAIN'S EEFORT TO PREVENT PROPOSALS RELATING TO 
CANARY ISLANDS SEPARATION FROM ARISING OR BEING APPROVED AT 
THE KHARTOUM SUMMIT. FOLLOWING THE BILATERAL, THE SECRE- 
TARY ASKED THAT U.S. EMBASSIES IN FREETOWN, LAGOS AND MON- 
ROVIA APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS ON THIS SUBJECT (SEPARATE 
INSTRUCTION). END SUMMARY. 

2. OREJA INTRODUCED THE CANARY ISLANDS QUESTION, AND THE 
SECRETARY IMMEDIATELY SAID THE U.S. WANTS TO HELP SPAIN 
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ON THIS. WE WILL DO WHAT WE CAN WITH OUR AFRICAN COL- 
LEAGUES TO GET THEM TO KEEP THE CANARIES ISSUE FROM ARISING 
AT THE KHARTOUM SUMMIT. HE SAID HE WOULD RAISE THE QUES- 
TION WITH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS WHOM HE WAS TO MEET 
LATER THAT DAY. THE SECRETARY ALSO TRIED TO PLACE A CALL 
TO LIBERIAN FOREIGN MINISTER DENIS DURING THE MEETING, BUT 
DENIS HAD ALREADY LEFT NEW YORK. WHEN OREJA POINTED OUT 
THAT, ALTHOUGH THE HEADS OF STATE MEETING WILL NOT CONVENE 
UNTIL JULY 18, KEY PREPARATIONS START JUNE 19 WHEN THE OAU 
COMMITTEE ON LIBERATION ASSEMBLES, THE SECRETARY SAID WE 
WOULD GET ON THIS RIGHT AWAY. 

3. OREJA THEN REVIEWED THE NATURE OF THE CANARIES ISSUE, 
POINTING OUT THAT THERE ARE NO PROBLEMS OF MINORITIES, 

THE ISLANDS ARE ONE HUNDERED PERCENT SPANISH ETHNICALLY. 
ALGERIA HAS CREATED A FALSE IMPRESSION THAT THERE ARE 
SEPARATE (NON-SPANISH) ETHNIC GROUPS THERE. (OREJA USED THE 
WORD "NATIONALITIES".) MANY AFRICAN COUNTRIES SAY SPAIN 
SHOULD LET THE OAU COMMISSION OF INQUIRY VISIT THE CANARIES. 
BUT SUCH A VISIT IN ITSELF WOULD BE AN INADMISSABLE INTER- 
VENTION INTO SPANISH INTERNAL AFFAIRS. HENCE SPAIN HAS 
SUGGESTED THAT INSTEAD THE AMBASSADORS IN MADRID FROM THE 
COUNTRIES ON THE COMMISSION VISIT THE CANARIES. 

4. OREJA REVIEWED HIS OTHER EFFORTS WITH AFRICAN STATES, 
NOTING HE HAD RECENTLY VISITED FOURTEEN OF THEM, AS 
FOLLOWS: 

A) HE HAD TALKED WITH BOUTEFLIKA AT WALDHEIM'S LUNCH 
(JUNE 2) AND WAS TRYING TO SEE HIM AGAIN LATER THAT AFTER- 
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NOON. (NO SUBSTANTIVE DETAILS.) 

B) GHANA AND IVORY COAST HAD REACTED POSITIVELY TO 
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OREJA'S PRESENTATIONS. 

C) NIGERIA HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY NEGATIVE TOWARD THE 
SPANISH VIEW REGARDING THE OAU COMMISSION OE INQUIRY. 
EOREIGN MINISTER GAMBA SAID THAT AS A MATTER OE PRINCIPLE 
SPAIN SHOULD ACCEPT THE COMMISSION, SINCE THE CANARIES 
ARE ONLY SEVENTY MILES EROM AERICA. OREJA SAID HE REPLIED 
THAT IBERIA IS ONLY 14 KILOMETERS FROM AERICA. THE 
SECRETARY SAID WE HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA AND WE 
WOULD TRY TO TALK WITH NIGERIA ABOUT THE CANARIES. 

D) OREJA HAD DOUBTS ABOUT SIERRA LEONE. HE HAD SPOKEN 
WITH SOMALIA (NO DETAILS), BUT HAD NOT HAD TIME TO STOP IN 
LIBERIA. ANGOLA HAD BEEN NEUTRAL AND OPEN-MINDED ON THE 
SUBJECT, RATHER THAN NEGATIVE AS OREJA HAD EEARED. 
QUADDHAEI HAD BEEN CONSTRUCTIVE IN HIS CONVERSATIONS, BUT 
OREJA SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT LIBYA WOULD DO IN THE END. 

4. OREJA CONCLUDED SAYING THAT THE PROBLEM IS THAT THE OAU 
USES A SILENT CONSENT PROCEDURE SO THAT IE A PROPOSAL ON 
THE CANARIES ARISES AT THE KHARTOUM SUMMIT THERE IS GREAT 
RISK NO ONE WOULD OPPOSE. ONCE A RESOLUTION SLIPS THROUGH 
THE OAU, IT WOULD PROBABLY BE INSCRIBED ON THE UNITED 
NATIONS CALENDAR - AN EVENT SPAIN STRONGLY WANTS TO 
PREVENT. 

5. AT THE END OE THE BILATERAL, EOLLOWING THE SECRETARY'S 
REVIEW OE THE NATO SUMMIT AND THE ALLIES' CONCERNS WITH 
TRENDS IN SHABA, OREJA SAID THAT SPAIN SHARES 

"YOUR" (I.E. THE ALLIES') VIEWS. IF SPAIN CAN HELP IN 

SOME WAY, PLEASE LET THEM KNOW. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SELFDETERMINATION, SUMMIT MEETINGS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 43273 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EMRO0ELL:SRS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780237-0332 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780689/aaaacyzo.tel 

Line Count: 263 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 91bae390-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2465309 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE SECRETARY\'S BILATERAL WITH SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER OREJA JUNE 2: CANARY ISLANDS AND KHARTOUM SUMMIT 

TAGS: PDIP, XA, SP, OAU 

To: MADRID MONROVIA MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/91 bae390-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



